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Postmaster Oversteps 
In Vermont 


The Post Office Department has 
ruled that John J. Burns, Postmaster 
of Burlington, Vermont exceeded his 
authority during the last presidential 
election when he canceled the authori- 
zation of a local Church of Christ 
clergyman to mail literature at a non- 
profit rate. Involved in the contro- 
versy was a small pamphlet published 
under the title “A Roman Catholic 
President?,” issued by Alvin Jennings, 
pastor of a small Protestant church 
which operates in the basement of his 
home in South Burlington, Vermont. 

The pamphlet was not approved by 
POAU or any of its branches and was 
not sponsored by any POAU mem- 
ber, but the national organization im- 
mediately raised with the Post Office 
Department in Washington the ques- 
tion of the constitutional rights of 
Mr. Jennings, since a local postmaster 
had assumed authority to cancel his 
mailing privileges without a trial or 
public hearing. 


POAU Consults 


Postmaster John J. Burns of Bur- 
lington, a Roman Catholic, suspended 
the special mailing privileges of Mr. 
Jennings on the grounds that his 
pamphlet “A Roman Catholic Presi- 
dent?” was “actually political” and 
not “religious.” POAU pointed out 
in a protest lodged with the Post 
Office department that if a local 
Catholic postmaster could assume 
power to penalize any Protestant 
literature, no matter how extreme 
the rights of Protestant opponents of 
Catholic policy in a Catholic-domi- 
nated community might be infringed. 
The Post Office Department promptly 
declared that the Burlington Post- 
master had exceeded his authority 
and that the special mailing privileges 
of Mr. Jennings were not suspended 
until further inquiry had been made. 

POAU lawyers have also raised 
with the Post Office Department the 
question of a fair interpretation of the 


(Continued on page 6) 


Rockefeller Committee Favors 
Tax Aid to Sectarian Colleges 


A major breach in the wall of separation between church and state has 
been proposed by a three-man Committee on Higher Education of New York 
State appointed by Governor Nelson Rockefeller. The Committee headed 
by Henry T. Heald, President of the Ford Foundation and formerly Chancel- 
lor of New York University, has urged a gigantic expansion in public colleges 
in New York State, and has added to its recommendations the suggestion that 
tax aid should “support all institutions which turn out graduates” including 


church-related colleges. 
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Stamp Honors Priest Martyred 
By Church and State 


Above is the bell of a Roman 
Catholic Church which appears on a 
U.S. commemorative stamp marking 
a joint observance with Mexico of the 
150th anniversary of Mexican inde- 
pendence. It is called the “Hidalgo 
Bell” and was rung by the then Father 
Manuel Hidalgo y Castilla on Sept. 
16, 1810 to summon patriots to the 
village church. For his part in the re- 
volt against the Spanish colonial rule 
Fr. Hidalgo was executed by a firing 
squad. His bishop, Manuel Apad y 
Queipo, condemned Fr. Hidalgo for 
treason and excommunicated him. He 
was denied the dignity of a Christian 
burial. 
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The suggestion for sectarian aid 
plus the proposed abolition of free 
tuition for New York City’s colleges 
has resulted in an uproar of criticism 
and opposition. New York State’s 
Constitution includes a clear prohi- 
bition against such expenditures. It 
says: 

Neither the state nor any subdivision 
thereof, shall use its property or credit or 
an: public money, or authorize or permit 
either to be used, directly or indirectly in 
aid or maintenance, other than for exami- 
nation or inspection, of any school or insti- 
tution of learning wholly or in part under 
the control or direction of any religious 
denomination, or in which any denomina- 
tional tenet or doctrine is taught. 

Fringe benefits for Catholic paro- 
chial schools have been legalized in 
New York State by a Constitutional 
amendment, but no statute exists 
which would make the Heald pro- 
posal constitutional. The Heald Com- 
mittee recognized this constitutional 
difficulty in the text of its report by 
saying: “The issue has never been 
decided specifically by the courts and 
we are informed that views as to its 
potential constitutionality are specu- 
lative.” 


Heald Hailed by Catholics 


The Heald suggestion has been 
widely hailed in the Catholic press 
as a possible means of breaking 
through present legal barriers which 
protect the public treasury from sec- 
tarian appropriations. Governor 
Rockefeller, a Baptist, has not yet 
publicly committed himself to the 
proposed plan for aid of sectarian in- 
stitutions. 

(Continued on page 3) 








® Editorials ¢ 


Old Hands 
At an Old Game 


We detect a spirit of repression and 
fear in the United States today and 
we do not like it. A few samples must 
suffice. In the Lawrence-Lowell, 
Mass. area radio station WCCM 
dropped a Protestant radio program 
on the ground that this section is pre- 
dominantly Roman Catholic and that 
the Protestant program is therefore 
“alien to the area.” 

In Springfield, Ill. the pastor of the 
Berean Baptist Church preached on 
“Tf a Catholic Becomes President.” 
He was savagely attacked in the press. 
The stained glass windows of his 
church were smashed by hoodlums 
and the interior extensively damaged. 
Not a paper in Springfield would carry 
news of the mob attack. 

In Rochester, New Hampshire, a 
Baptist preacher was barred from 
broadcasting over a local radio sta- 
tion because he gave a “wrong,” that 
is a Protestant, interpretation of Mat- 
thew 16:13-20. The Protestant inter- 
pretation was deemed offensive to 
Catholic listeners who staged a series 
of threatening calls to the station. 

Lorain, Ohio has an unfortunate 
record of Roman Catholic clerical 
control. Some years ago Catholic 
clergy ordered laymen not to contri- 
bute to the community fund there be- 
cause the YMCA and YWCA were 
included. 


Determined Censors 


Then last fall the Lorain Knights 
of Columbus struck again. They 
threatened and harassed local school 
officials until they finally canceled 
a scheduled showing of the POAU 
film, Captured, in the public 
school auditorium. This despite the 
fact that Roman Catholic mass is 
regularly held in the auditorium every 
Sunday. The rental had been paid in 
advance and all arrangements duly 
made, yet the Knights’ pressure suc- 
ceeded in intimidating the school of- 
ficials. The Knights’ threats so 
frightened local businessmen that a 
showing of Captured re-scheduled in 
a privately owned auditorium was also 
canceled. 

The film was finally shown to two 
over-flow audiences in a church. 

The Knights of Columbus have 
been determined that local communi- 
ties shall not be alerted to the perils 
of captive schools. In Florida and 
Louisiana the order has practiced 
against POAU the same tactics of 
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threat and intimidation used in Ohio. 

Here is a spirit of repression and 
fear. It is the spirit that has forced 
the cancellation or barring of the film 
Martin Luther in many communities 
because it teaches “wrong”’ doctrines. 
In certain areas Roman Catholic 
priests have set themselves up as vir- 
tual commissars over newsstands and 
theatres. 

We detect, too, among architects 
of the mass media, a disposition to- 
ward reverential awe of the Roman 
Catholic clergy and fawning accom- 
modation to their dogma. Respect for 
anyone is a virtue but when respect 
degenerates into uncritical adulation 
it is perilous. Corruption can be as- 
sured in any institution, including a 
church, when it is placed beyond criti- 
cism. History monotonously demon- 
strates. 

Persons who operate public media 
will succumb to this spirit at grave 
risk to their own freedom. Those who 
will not act like free men cannot be 
free men. 


Cy 
Why Do They 
Fear Us? 


In its 13 years of existence, POAU 
has become the favorite target of al- 
most every Catholic propagandist in 
the United States. Last year Father 
John A. O’Brien of Notre Dame actu- 
ally ascribed to us virtually complete 
responsibility for American anxiety 
about Catholic policy on church and 
State. 

We are far more modest in estimat- 
ing our own strength than Father 
O’Brien is. But of one thing we are 
proud. When men ask: Why does the 
Catholic hierarchy fear POAU?, we 
can truthfully reply: Because POAU 
is willing to fight toe to toe every- 
where in America to protect the public 
treasury against clerical raids. We 
have become the shock troops on the 
money frontier. Although we are 
sometimes defeated, even our most 
painful defeats serve to rally and 
arouse the great army of true Ameri- 
cans who believe in the separation of 
church and state. 


The Subsidy Drive 


The necessity for such an advance 
guard of freedom-loving Americans is 
dramatically illustrated by the mon- 
tage of headlines printed elsewhere in 
this issue. They are typical. Almost 
every issue of every important 
Catholic publication in the United 
States carries some kind of direct or 


indirect appeal for public funds for 
Catholic enterprises. Usually the ap- 
peal is camouflaged as a legal plea, 
although the United States Supreme 
Court has specifically declared: “No 
tax in any amount, large or small, 
can be levied to support any religious 


activities or institutions, whatever 
they may be called or whatever form 
they may adopt to teach or practice 
religion.” 

The Catholic hierarchy is deliber- 
ately and continuously defying that 
ruling of the Supreme Court wherever 
its leaders think that the defiance can 
be accomplished successfully. Its law 
schools are teaching that the Supreme 
Court’s interpretation of the First 
Amendment is incorrect and un- 
founded. Its bishops have pledged 
themselves to work “peacefully, pa- 
tiently, and perseveringly” to defeat 
the Supreme Court’s ruling. 


How to Tap the Till 


The Church’s cleverest strategists 
have devised half a dozen “legal’’ 
plans for funneling public money to 
Catholic parents and thence to Catho- 
lic schools via tax rebates, “scholar- 
ships,” and “loans.”’ All these schemes 
for invading the public treasury are 
being sold to the Catholic people of 
the United States with emotional 
pleas against “distributive injustice,” 
and assertions of “Catholic rights” 
and “religious freedom.” 


(Continued on page 4) 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ Mayor G. E. Cooper of Warrington, England, a Roman Catholic, 
has obeyed the orders of his priest and refused to attend an anni- 
versary service of the dedication of the town’s war memorial. The 
priest refused permission for the mayor to attend because the affair 
was held in an Anglican Church. Msgr. Derek Worlock, secretary 
to the Catholic Archbishop of Westminster explained that if Mayor 
Cooper had attended he would have committed “a religious offence.” 


@ A government sponsored move to make Buddhism the established re- 
ligion of Burma via a constitutional amendment has stirred vehement opposi- 
tion among Christians and Moslems in that country. 80 per cent of Burma’s 
population are Buddhist. There are over 600,000 Protestants and 177,000 
Roman Catholics. Islam is represented by about 3 per cent of the population 
of 20 million. 


@ Dempster McIntosh, U.S. Ambassador to Colombia since July 
18, 1959 has submitted his resignation. Unlike his vigorous predeces- 
sor, John Moors Cabot, McIntosh evidenced little interest in 
American citizens who are being denied religious freedom in Co- 
lombia. 


@ A priest may be heckled during his Sunday sermon in Italy if he was 
talking politics instead of religion. So decided a court at Trecastagni in 
Sicily. A parishioner took exception to voting orders which the priest was 
giving during the course of his sermon. An irate parishioner, Guiseppe di 
Bella, loudly objected. He was brought to trial for disturbing a religious cere- 
mony but was acquitted. 


@ All religious schools in British Guiana which were built with 
public funds are to be taken over by the government. Both Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholic Churches have lodged protests. The 
Minister of Education, Balram Singh Rai announced that religious 
teaching on a denominational basis would continue under teachers 
of the same religious faith as their pupils. 


@ The Vatican Radio commented on the visit of the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher to Pope John XXIII as follows: ‘“Per- 
haps this visit will open the eyes of Anglicans, especially during the holding 
of the Second Vatican Council, and cause them to show more interest in 
Catholic science. Perhaps they will accept the Catholic truths and submit 
themselves to the rule of the One Shepherd.” 


@ Archbishop Joseph E. Ritter, of St. Louis, recently elevated to 
the College of Cardinals by Pope John XXIII, last June authored an 
edict ordering Catholic students in his archdiocese not to attend 
public universities without written permission from his office. He 
was applying Canon Law 1374 of his church which forbids Catholics 
to attend “mixed” schools without permission from their bishops. 


@ The Anglican Synod of the Diocese of Sydney, Australia, has taken a 
public stand against ‘any and every system” of providing state aid to denomi- 
national schools. Its report asserted that public schools “promote friendship 
and understanding” and that “to encourage segregation by religion would in 
the end do great harm to both the churches and the state schools.” 


@ The British Medical Association has approved of one of its 
publications accepting an ad from a birth control organization which 
was banned from placing a similar ad last year. The association 
refused the ad at that time because of protests from Roman Catholic 
doctors. A spokesman stated that the decision had been reversed 
“after careful scrutiny of the advertisement. . . .” 


@ Five ordained Protestant ministers took their places in the U. S. House 
of Representatives when the new 87th Congress opened in January. They are 
Representatives Merwin Coad (Disciples of Christ), Walter H. Moeller 
(Lutheran, Missouri Synod), Adam Clayton Powell (Baptist), Henry 
Shadeberg (Congregational), and Robert A. Bartel (Baptist). 

The recent campaign also saw a Roman Catholic priest, Father Segundo 
Llorente, S. J., elected to the Alaskan State Legislature. A native of Spain, he 
has had a parish of Eskimos, 95% of them Roman Catholics, for 25 years. 
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Rockefeller Committee 
Favors Sectarian Schools 


(Continued from page 1) 


The proposed plan would aid Cath- 
olic colleges which are the property 
of the Catholic hierarchy and the 
Jesuit order, in which Catholic dogma 
is taught to the exclusion of any other 
faith. The Heald Report, however, 
definitely excluded payments for stu- 
dents who are earning divinity de- 
grees. Thus the plan would aid stu- 
dents in Catholic institutions if they 
were not studying for the priesthood, 
and in similar fashion it would aid 
students in Protestant and Jewish 
colleges if they were not studying for 
the ministry or the rabbinate. 


Archer Comment 


Glenn L. Archer, Executive Direc- 
tor of POAU, in commenting on the 
Heald plan said: ‘This is a clever 
scheme for evading both the New 
York State Constitution and the 
United States Constitution. The 
scheme is disguised as an aid to stu- 
dents via college treasurers who 
would receive an allocation in pro- 
portion to the number of their stu- 
dents, but the principle of sectarian 
aid is inherent in the scheme. We 
cannot permit such a dangerous prec- 
edent to be established, since the next 
step would be complete financial sup- 
port for parochial schools throughout 
the country.” 


“Tf necessary POAU will challenge 
the whole concept in the courts. We 
hope that Governor Rockefeller as a 
Protestant pledged to support the 
separation of church and state will 
personally reject this questionable 
portion of an otherwise splendid edu- 
cational program.” 


+ 





American 
Religious Freedom 


“In this country the full and free 
right to entertain any religious belief, 
to practice any religious principle, and 
to teach any religious doctrine which 
does not violate the laws of morality 
and property, and which does not in- 
fringe personal rights, is conceded to 
all. The law knows no heresy, and is 
committed to the support of no dogma, 
the establishment of no sect.” 

—U. S. Supreme Court in 
(Watson vs. Jones, 13 
Wall 679) 




















a * os s 

Nations Having Roman Catholic Chief of State 

International Portugal South Korea El Salvador 
United Nations San Marino South Viet Nam Gyatamala 

Europe Spain* Americas Haiti 

Austria Vatican State Argentina* Honduras 
Belgium Africa Bolivia Mexi 
France Congo Republic = Brazil suntand 
West Germany Ivory Coast Chile Nicaragua 
Irish Republic Republic of the Colombia Panama 
Italy Congo Costa Rica Paraguay* 
Liechtenstein Senegal Cuba Peru 
Luxemburg Tanganyika Dominican United States 
Monaco Asia Republic Uruguay 
Netherlands Philippine Repub. Ecuador Venezuela 
*Constitution requires that chief of state must be Roman Catholic. 








Religious Affiliations of 
The 87th Congress 


Total 
Senate House Congress 


Roman Catholic .... 12 86 98 





Methodist .............. 19 75 94 
Presbyterian ........ 10 62 72 
Episcopalian ........ 14 53 67 
ESE 14 52 66 
Congreg. Christian 7 19 26 
Lutheran .............. 4 18 22 
Disciples of Christ 3 13 16 
AERTS 1 11 12 
Latter Day Saints 

(Morm.) ...........- 3 3 6 
Unitarian .............. 4 2 6 
Christian Science . 0 4 4 
Churches of Christ 0 4 4 
Universalist .......... 0 2 2 
Seventh Day Bap- 

i cAgedbedincctsdes 1 1 2 
Society of Friends 1 1 2 
Evangel. & Re- 

| SEE 2 2 
Evangel. Free 

i, === 0 2 2 
Brethren in Christ .. 0 1 1 
Evangel. United 

RR Le T 1 
Apostolic Christian 0 
Central Schwenk- 

enfeider ............ 0 1 1 
Latter Day Saints 

(Reorg.) ........... 1 0 1 
Reformed Church 

in Amer. ............ 1 0 1 
Sikh ...... =. Exe ¢ 1 1 
“Protestant” ........ 4 16 20 
Not given ............ 1 3 4 

Totals ...... 100 434 534 


(A compiete tabulation of all members of the 
new Congress by religious affiliation is avail- 


able from POAU for 50c.) 
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President Kennedy's Cabinet 


In response to many requests the 
Review here notes the members of the 
cabinet by religious affiliation. (They 
are, of course, subject to Senate con- 
firmation). 

State: Dean Rusk (Presbyterian) 

Defense: Robert S. McNamara (Pres- 
byterian) 

H.E.W.: Abraham Ribicoff (Jewish) 

Labor: Arthur J. Goldberg (Jewish) 

Agriculture: Orville Freeman (Luth- 
eran) 

Commerce: Luther Hodges (Meth- 
odist ) 

Interior: Stewart Udall (Mormon) 

Treasury: Douglas Dillon (Episco- 
palian ) 

Postmaster General: J. Edward Day 

(Methodist ) 

Attorney General: Robert F. Ken- 
nedy (Roman Catholic) 
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Why Do They Fear Us? 


(Editorial, continued from page 2) 


These demands for “Catholic 
rights,” of course, are actually de- 
mands for Catholic special privilege. 
All Catholics as well as Protestants, 
Jews and the unchurched, have always 
been offered even-handed privilege 
without discrimination in the great, 
free American public school system. 
If the Catholic people are persuaded 
to refuse those equal privileges, they 
have only their priests to thank. 

Yes, the Roman Catholic Church 
fears POAU, but the chief reason is 
not our power or wealth of numbers. 
It fears us primarily because in de- 
fending the public treasury we speak 
for the Constitution and the American 
majority. 


+ 





Order of Nuns Barred 
From Operating Hospital 


A judicial determination in a de- 
claratory judgment suit at Amite, 
La., has terminated control and op- 
eration of the public hospital in Ward 
7 of Tangipahoa Parish by the Sisters 
of St. Dominic, an order of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The hospital completed early in 
1960, was built with Hill-Burton 
federal funds and a bond issue voted 
by property owners. The suit was 
filed by a group of citizens after the 
commissioners of the hospital had 
entered into a lease agreement with 
the religious order for the operation 
of the institution. There had been 
strong public protest against the ar- 
rangement, many citizens contending 
that such an order could not properly 
run a publicly owned hospital. 

The decision of District Judge Fan- 
nie E. Burch declared that a contract 
of the kind negotiated by the com- 
missioners would be void “if entered 
into between any parties.”” The judge 
held that regardless of the religious is- 
sue “said contracts is an unauthorized 
delegation of powers to others by the 
commission of the hospital district.”’ 


Court Says Yes and No 


In regard to this point—the power 
or hospital authorities to delegate 
management—the court took an op- 
posite position from the Montgomery 
County Circuit Court in the Silver 
Spring, Md. hospital case. Here the 
court held that the hospital board 
could turn the facilities over to the 
Sisters of the Holy Cross. It is ex- 
pected that such an issue may yet 
come before higher courts. 

Also awaiting adjudication by the 
U.S. Supreme Court is the hidden is- 
sue in all litigations involving Roman 
Catholic ownership or management 
of public hospitals—i.e. whether pub- 
lic property and funds can be used 
for a hospital which operates under 
a restrictive sectarian medical code. 





How to End a Discussion 


“The learned, footnote-stip- 
pled discussion (between Fr. John 
Courtney Murray and Fr. Francis 
J. Connell) ended when Murray 
was advised by his order (So- 
ciety of Jesus) that henceforth he 
would have to clear all his writ- 
ings on this particular subject 
with Jesuit headquarters in 
Rome.’’—Time, Dec. 12, 1960 











CHURCH AND STATE 














Year End Report of the Officers of POAU 





President 
Louie D. Newton 


Rec. Secretary 
Herbert S. Southgate 


In striking an informal balance sheet and tentative prophecy for 
the years 1960 and 1961 we are optimistic. At the end of this tumul- 
tuous year it is perfectly clear that no American can become 
President of the U.S. unless he believes in both religious freedom 
and the separation of church and state. The two concepts go to- 
gether as organic parts of the American way of life. If Mr. Kennedy 
had endorsed a single one of the chief controversial policies of his 
church which conflict with the American policy of church-state 
separation, he would have been overwhelmingly defeated. He has 
attained the White House precisely because he satisfied millions 
of voters that he would not put the Roman Catholic political pro- 
gram above the principles of the First Amendment. 


As we go into the administration of the first President of the Roman 
Catholic faith, the national mood is one of watchful waiting. Apprehension is 
mixed with confidence, and only the future can tell whether the policy of 
church-state separation as defined by our Supreme Court will continue to 
triumph. Apparently the overwhelming majority of the voters believe in our 
traditional policy and they believe that it should be openly discussed. At 
least 80% of the discussion of the so-called religious issue in the Presidential 
campaign was temperate and reasoned. There was, however, an unfortunate 
tendency in the press to brand as a “bigot” any realistic critic who believed 
that the policy of the Roman Catholic Church was not consistent with the 
U.S. Constitution. The truth is that the continuing Roman Catholic drive for 
public funds is a drive against the Constitution as interpreted by the Supreme 
Court. President-elect Kennedy himself has frankly recognized the problem by 
declaring that tax grants to parochial schools are un-constitutional. 

In reviewing the year 1960, we believe that at least three events 
of outstanding importance advanced the American policy of church- 
state separation. They were Senator Kennedy’s address to Houston 
ministers endorsing the absolute separation of church and state; 
the decision of the United States Supreme Court to accept for 
review the anti-birth control law of Connecticut; and the defeat in 
the Senate of the Morse Amendment which proposed grants to 
parochial schools disguised as loans. 

On the negative side of the ledger three typical events may be cited which 
militated against American understanding of church-state separation. These 
events were the arrogant declaration of the Roman Catholic bishops of 
Puerto Rico that Catholic voters who supported Governor Mufioz Marin in 
the Puerto Rican election were guilty of sin; the continued circulation of a 
bogus Knights of Columbus oath ascribing murderous intentions to the 
members of that organization; and the publication by the United Automobile 
Workers of America of a leaflet representing the supporters of Vice-President 
Nixon as hooded members of the Ku Klux Klan. 

As to the future, we believe that two great impending battles are 
in sight, one for government aid to sectarian colleges, and the other 
for affirmative aid for birth control in the United Nations. In both 
of these struggles Catholic policy will confront and oppose prevail- 
ing public opinion, and it is vital that a national policy free from 
sectarian special privilege should prevail. 
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We must not judge Kennedy 
more harshly than President 
Eisenhower, who failed miser- 
ably to meet the birth control 
challenge, but we must pin a spe- 
cial responsibility upon Presi- 
dent-elect Kennedy because it is 
his church, through Catholic 
dominated nations, which is now 
blocking the world-wide drive for 
birth control aid. 

Millions of non-Catholic voters 
who supported Mr. Kennedy and 
other millions who opposed him be- 
lieve that he will live up to the im- 
partial, non-sectarian concept of 
church and state which he endorsed 
so specifically in the campaign. He 
has given a solemn pledge to support 
the very principles of church-state 
separation on which our organization 
is founded. Until he shows some dis- 
position to forget that pledge, we in- 
tend to support him wholeheartedly 
as the President of all the people. 

We believe that the new Pres- 
ident is a man of honor and that 
he will keep his pledges. If he 
does not, we will help to produce 
such a wave of righteous indig- 
nation as this nation has never 
seen. We recall with satisfaction 
that in 1951 when the appoint- 
ment of an ambassador to the 
Vatican was proposed by Presi- 
dent Truman, we helped to pro- 
duce the tidal wave of protest 
which defeated the proposal. 

We move forward into 1961 with 
the largest following at any time in 
our history. Regional offices are now 
operating in New York, Chicago and 
Los Angeles and the circulation of 
our monthly Review has exceeded the 
100,000 mark with a wide readership 
among the leaders of most Protestant 
denominations. During the year 1960 
we distributed more than 10 million 
pieces of educational literature and 
showed our films to 950 audiences. 
Our representatives made over 500 
addresses. Today we have 96 active 
chapters and committees throughout 
the nation as well as nine independent 
litigation groups of local citizens who 
are being assisted by POAU in court 
actions designed to preserve the Con- 
stitution. During 1960 our organiza- 
tion was endorsed as to its major pur- 
poses by several of America’s largest 
Protestant denominations including 
the Methodist Church, the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention. 
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THE REGISTER 





Sunday, November 20, 1960 





‘Tax Issue 








Millions Being Denied 
Proper Representation, 


Milwaukee.—( Special) 
—America’s independent 
school children are de- 
nied congressional pro-| 
tection of their civil 
rights because their parents 
have become “political nonenti- 
ties, zeroes,” and have no voice 
in determining public policy, 

Blum, S.J., 
charges in the November issue 
of the Homiletic and Pastoral 
Remeu 
“The voting of politicians is 
greatly influenced, if not deter-| 
mined, by the political activities 
of powerful pressure groups,” 
Father Blum explains 


Bigger Than 
Segregation’ 


DALLAS, Tex. (RNS), 


‘| TO CATHOLIC PUPILS 


w York Times. 


| THE CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 


| Page 18 


Monday, Dec. 5, 1960 


Alter Lauds Report Favoring 
State Aid To Private Schools 





December 9, 1960 


Published Every Friday 





Laity Warned of School Aid Bias | 








Catholic Subsidy Drive Mounts 


Pressure on White House and Congress 


Roman Catholic pressures for subsidies to parish schools were mounting to 
a crescendo in anticipation of the opening of the 87th Congress and the com- 


mencement of the new administration. 


Citizens for Educational Freedom, a 


Roman Catholic Action group, was besieging members of Congress, state legis- 
latures, and the President himself with their plea that public grants to pupils 
in parochial schools would not be unconstitutional. Their argument, like that 


of Cardinal McIntyre, is that since 
the state’s money would come to rest 
with the student before going to the 
cleric, this would not constitute aid 
to the church. 

Archbishop Karl J. Alter praised 
the recommendation of a New York 
Committee that church and other pri- 
vate colleges be subsidized by the 
state. He urged further extention of 
the principle and decried what he 
called the “double tax burden” which 
Catholics must carry. Cardinal Mc- 
Intyre urged the Knights of Colum- 
bus to exert pressure on Congress to 
end “discrimination” against Catholic 
schools. You “constitute a great 
force,” he told them. 

“Need should be the criterion for 





federal aid,” declared Fr. Joseph F. 
Sharpe Los Angeles Archdiocesean 
Superintendent of Schools, and went 
on to point out that the Catholic need 
for federal subsidy is very great. He, 
too, bewailed “injustice” in aid pro- 
grams. 

Substantial aid for Catholic schools 
at the primary level was the plea of 
Bishop John P. Cody of Kansas City. 
He declared that the federal govern- 
ment would have to find a legal way 
to assist Catholic schools. Fr. Virgil 
Blum protested that children in pri- 
vate schools are being denied Con- 
gressional protection of their civil 
rights because such schools are not 
subsidized by the public. 
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Laity Urged 
To Promote 
School Aid 


CINCINNATI — (NC)—c ° 
olic laymen must persuade 
general community that tne.c 
arguments for public assist- 
ance in sending their children 
to Catholic schools are just, 
according to Archbishop Karl 
J. Alter of Cincinnati 
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VITAL, SAYS BISHOP | 
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Parochial School 


Aid From State 


BLOOMFIELD, Conn._NC—State and municipal aid 
to parochial and other private schools, covering such items 





Vermont Postmaster 
Oversteps Authority 


(Continued from page 1) 


word “political” as applied to litera- 
ture issued by religious organizations. 
Federal officials have been reminded 
that the status of many Roman Cath- 
olic newspapers might be in doubt if a 
strict interpretation of the word “po- 
litical” were applied to them. 

One striking illustration worth ex- 
amining is that of the Brooklyn 
Tablet, largest Catholic newspaper in 
the east, which is the official organ of 
the Diocese of Brooklyn. This news- 
paper during the recent campaign re- 
printed with warm editorial approval 
an appeal by Catholic bishops to the 
voters of Puerto Rico to oppose the 
election of Governor Luis Munoz 
Marin, and declared that it was a sin 
to vote for him. Many Puerto Rican 
absentee voters in the Brooklyn area 
may have been affected by this direct 
political appeal. 
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Catholic Unity Octave 
Gets Stuck on One Note 


The following is quoted from 
the Times and Democrat of Dav- 
enport, la., Dec. 10, 1960: 

“The Chair of Unity Octave 
will be observed from Jan. 18 to 
Jan. 23 in Christ the King Chapel 
at St. Ambrose College... . 
The programs will be as follows: 
Jan. 18: “The Return of All the 
Other Sheep to the One Fold of 
St. Peter, the One Shepherd.” 
Jan. 19: “The Return of All the 
Oriental Separatists to Com- 
munion with the Apostolic See.” 
Jan. 20: “The Submission of 
Anglicans to the Authority of the 
Vicar of Christ.” 

Jan. 21: “That the Lutherans and 
All Other Protestants of Conti- 
nental Europe May Find Their 
Way Back to Holy Church.” 
Jan. 22: “That Christians in 
America May Become One in 
Communion with the Chair of St. 
Peter.” 

Jan. 23: “The Return to the 
Sacraments of Lapsed Catholics.” 
Jan. 24: “The Conversion of the 
Jews.” 

Jan. 25: “The Missionary Con- 
quest of the World for Christ.” 

The public is invited to the 
Octave. 











Jewish Marriage Court Formed 


A Jewish marriage court of rabbis 
has been appointed by the Rabbini- 
cal Council of America (whose head- 
quarters are in New York City) for 
the purpose of granting divorces to 
Jewish couples where justified and 
also to provide guidance and counsel- 
ing for couples needing such service. 

Traditional Jewish law required a 
Jewish couple to obtain a divorce 
from a court of rabbis if either 
partner wishes to marry someone 
else. This is based on the law as set 
forth in Deuteronomy 24. Orthodox 
and most Conservative Jews are in- 
clined to observe the requirement 
while Reformed Jews accept civil 
divorce as providing clearance for 
re-marriage. 

The Roman Catholic Church also 
has its marriage courts in each dio- 
cese. It refuses to recognize civil 
divorce of its members in certain in- 
stances and insists that a marriage 
involving one of its members per- 
formed by a non-Catholic clergyman 
or by a civil official, is not valid. 
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Church Gambling Games 
Raided by Akron Police 


On complaints of noise and rowdi- 
ness, Akron, Ohio police staged a raid 
on a party at St. Sebastian Roman 
Catholic Church. They found a little 
Las Vegas with all the latest gambling 
equipment in full action. “You name 
it and they had it,” said Lt. George 
Mullen of the vice squad. About 700 
persons were participating in the 
church operated gambling games, ac- 
cording to police. 

When the police first appeared 
church officials agreed to stop the 
games. As soon as the police were 


gone the fun resumed, however, and 
the neighbors renewed their com- 
plaints. The police had to return 
within an hour and a half. Msgr. 
Hilary Swisler, pastor, appeared re- 
gretful over the second police raid. 
“Tt won’t happen again,” he prom- 
ised. Police officers were indignant 
when they discovered that one of the 
frustrated gamblers had thrown a 
beer bottle through the window of 
their cruiser. 


It has been suggested that federal 
tax officials investigate the profits 
from the St. Sebastian gambling en- 
terprise with an eye to determining 
whether the corporate profits tax 
has been paid. 
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Attend the 


13th National Conference on Church and State 
Portland, Oregon 


February 13-14, 1961 


Conference Theme: “RELIGION AND PUBLIC FUNDS” 


Daytime Sessions, 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m., First Baptist Church, 12th & Taylor 
Featuring Charles R. Bell, Jr.; W. Kenneth Haddock; John J. Hurt, Jr.; Edward P. 
Felker and other prominent church-state specialists, plus panel discussions, !unch- 


Luncheons (By ticket only, $2.00 each) 
MONDAY—Speaker, Elder R. R. Bietz, President Pacific Union Conference, Seventh- 


TUESDAY—Speaker, Dr. Frederick C. Fowler, Presbyterian pastor, Past President, 
National Association of Evangelicals. 
Evening Rallies, 8:00 p.m., City Auditorium. 


MONDAY—"A New Birth of Freedom,” by Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas. 


TUESDAY—"Sure Cure for Clericalism,” by Glenn L. Archer, executive director of 


(All Seats Free, but preferred seating reserved for registrants.) 


REGISTER TODAY 
Early registrants get one reserved-section ticket to each evening 
meeting, and advance program and badge. 
Send $2 to register yourself, your pastor or a 


$2 enclosed for Conference Registration. Please send advance program 
and rally tickets. I'll pick up badge at Registration Desk. 


Hold at Desk for me: .......... Monday lunch tickets, $2.00 each, enclosed 
‘jaitilalel Tuesday lunch tickets, $2.00 each, enclosed 
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gift registrations @ $2 each, to names and addresses attached. 
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The Supreme Court of the United 
States has listened to two days of 
dramatic debate on the constitution- 
ality of Sunday laws in Massachu- 
setts, Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
and a decision is expected shortly. 
The American Civil Liberties Union 
opposed the laws, and retail labor 
unions supported them. Meanwhile, 
acute opposition to the laws in the 
New York City region has been en- 
couraged by the open defiance of three 
large discount stores in New Jersey. 

* * * 


The suit by Christian Brothers (De 
la Salle Institute), leading Catholic 
manufacturers of brandy, to recover 
$490,000 in back profits taxes from 
the government on the ground that its 
property belongs to the Pope, was 
tried in California in December. 
Jerome Fink represented the Depart- 
ment of Justice in opposing the claim. 
A decision is expected shortly. 

* ok * 


Many Protestant protests appeared 
in American newspapers after it was 
announced that President John F. 
Kennedy would place his hand upon 
a Douay version of the Bible, instead 
of the King James version, when tak- 
ing the oath of office. There is no 
American law which compels a Presi- 
dent to use any particular type of 
Bible. He may “affirm” or “swear” 
allegiance to the Constitution with 
any book of his choice. Most Prot- 
estant presidents have chosen the 
King James version of the Bible; 
traditionally an old family Bible has 
usually been employed. 

* * * 


Opposition is mounting among 
school administrators and parents to 
the so-called Speno law in New York 
State. The law forces all communities 
to provide transportation to parochial 
schools and contains provisions which 
discriminate in favor of parochial 


school pupils and against public school 
pupils. 
* * x 

Trinity Temple Methodist Church 
of Louisville, Ky. will erect an apart- 
ment house of 218 units, reserving for 
its own activities the first two floors, 
the basement and a chapel on the 
roof. Erection of the building will be 
made possible by a federal loan of 
nearly two and a half million dollars. 
No announcement has been made as 
to whether the church intends to pay 
federal corporate profits tax on its 
rental income. 
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St. Barbara Demoted 
At Fort Sill 


Protest letters to the Pentagon and 
Ft. Sill have brought a measure of 
relief to Protestant, Orthodox and 
Jewish men who have been subjected 
to the ceremonies of St. Barbara, 
Roman Catholic patron saint of ar- 
tillery. Reports from Ft. Sill indicate 
that certain features of the St. Bar- 
bara program have been eliminated. 

The St. Barbara memento is being 
substantially revised, both in format 
and wording, to eliminate features of 
a distinctly religious nature. The 
prominently displayed picture of St. 
Barbara is to be removed. St. Bar- 
bara items are no longer to be given 
to students at the artillery school, 
though they will still be available for 
purchase. The picture of St. Barbara 
is to be deleted from the “Guide for 
Incoming Personnel.” 

Close observation of the program 
is being maintained by concerned 
personnel to see what actually de- 
velops at Ft. Sill. 

Meanwhile evidence of the dis- 
tinctly Roman Catholic sectarian 
nature of the St. Barbara program 
continued to mount. At La Salle 
College in Philadelphia ROTC cadets 
staged a full dress parade to the 
Church of the Holy Child (Roman 
Catholic) where a Mass was cele- 
brated in honor of St. Barbara, patron 
saint of artillery. 
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Catholic Policy Leaders 


Defeated in Maine 


Political pundits agree that the 
state of Maine in the last Presidential 
election afforded a striking example 
of the defeat of Catholic political 
power by an aroused Protestant ma- 
jority. Maine voters, almost three 
quarters non-Catholic, gave a definite 
answer to the Catholic leader, Bishop 
Daniel J. Feeney, who had attempted 
to tap the public treasury for Catholic 
bus funds. Bishop Feeney’s program 
which began in 1957 with a Catholic 
threat to “dump” parochial school 
children on the public schools of 
Augusta, ultimately defeated many 
pro-Catholic candidates in the 1960 
election and returned opponents of 
Catholic policy. 


Hillman Vindicated 

Triumphant in seeking re-election 
was State Senator Earle M. Hillman 
of Bangor, a leader in the fight 
against public money for parochial 
school buses whose son’s dairy busi- 
ness had been boycotted by Catholic 
customers. Lucia M. Cormier, a 
Catholic, who was the Democratic 
candidate for Senator and who had 
been identified with the Catholic 
drive for bus funds was defeated by 
Mrs. Smith by almost 100,000 plu- 
rality. Frank M. Coffin, Maine Bap- 
tist who had championed the local 
option school bus bill was defeated 
by Governor Reed by 22,000 votes. 

Meanwhile, Maine Democrats are 
pledged to submit a bill for local op- 
tion for the use of public funds for 
parochial school buses in the next 
legislature, but the election results 
have raised grave doubts as to their 
success. Maine’s voters have received 
a considerable amount of realistic po- 
litical education since the Augusta 
Taxpayers Association first chal- 
lenged Catholic power on the bus 
issue in 1957. 

+ 
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